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OPERATIONS 

 
Project  

Duration 

Planned 
number 

of 
people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

CP 200434: Country 
Programme Nicaragua 

Apr 2013 - 
Mar 2018 413,000 33,114,411 20,915,128 63% 1,303,886 

Canada; 
Switzerland; 
Nicaragua 
Private Donors; 
Australia 

Regional PRRO 200490: 
Restoring Food Security and 
Livelihoods for Vulnerable 
Groups Affected by 
Recurrent Shocks in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua 
(Nicaragua project part) 

Jan 2014 – 
Dec 2016 

78,875 
(yearly 

average)  
11,412,360 4,021,584 35%** 

 
8,492 

U.S.A.; 
Multilateral; 
UN CERF; 
Canada; 
Eur. Commission 

*January – June 2016, **Total funded across the region: 50% 
 

Summary of WFP assistance 

Through the country programme (CP) 200434 and the regional protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO) 
2000490 and regional capacity strengthening projects, WFP assists the Government of Nicaragua to implement 
its Zero Hunger strategy, and strengthen its emergency preparedness and response capacity.  

The CP aims to break the inter-generational cycle of undernourishment and hunger among the most vulnerable 
in Nicaragua. Component 1 provides nutritional support to pregnant and nursing mothers and children under 3 
living in communities with high chronic malnutrition rates in Nueva Segovia and Madriz. Component 2 supports 
access to education with school meals to pre and primary school children in the most food-insecure 
municipalities in Jinotega and RACCN. Under component 3, WFP planned to promote resilience-building activities 
through food assistance for assets and training in municipalities of Nueva Segovia and Madriz in the dry corridor 
of Nicaragua. This component is under revision with the Government of Nicaragua to align activities with new 
national policies and priorities. Component 4 aims to enhance adherence to anti-retroviral therapy (ART) among 
HIV clients in Managua and Chinandega and; component 5 supports sustainable development by improving the 
income of smallholder farmers, connecting them to local markets by leveraging WFP food demands and 
developing their agricultural production capacity and quality. 

The Regional Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation aims to assist the most vulnerable communities affected 
by recurrent shocks and events related to climate change. WFP provides technical assistance to the National 
System for Disaster Prevention, Mitigation and Response (SINAPRED) to enhance its preparedness and response 
capacities and supports government efforts to respond to disasters. 

WFP’s four field offices are strategically located in the north, east and the northern Atlantic regions to guarantee 
optimal field presence and monitoring. 

 

WFP focuses on strengthening the Government’s Zero Hunger 
programme and national emergency preparedness and response 
capacity. All activities include a strong capacity development 
component to enable the Government to break the inter-
generational cycle of undernutrition and hunger. 

WFP prepositions contingency stocks to support government efforts 
to assist food insecure people affected by recurrent shocks in a 
timely and effective manner.  

WFP addresses chronic malnutrition in line with the 1,000 days 
movement; supports access to education through school meals; 
supports food insecure people with HIV and their families; and 
promotes local purchases from smallholder farmer organisations.  

WFP planned to assist 231,400 people in 2015 and has been present 
in Nicaragua since 1971. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP's main cooperating partner is the Government of Nicaragua, including the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Education and the Nicaraguan Institute of Agricultural Technology. The Ministry of Health provides medical 
services, follow-up to growth charts for young children and collaborates with WFP in the implementation of the 
Mother and Child Health Programme. The Ministry of Education is responsible for the implementation of activities 
and coordination of stakeholders supporting the school meals programme. To improve implementation, there is a 
continuous exchange of experiences and best practices between WFP and NGOs working with the Government in 
school feeding activities.  
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Nicaragua is one of the poorest countries in Latin 
America, with a gross national income per capita at 
USD 1,790 (World Bank, 2013). 30 percent of the 
population lives below the poverty line and 8 percent 
live in extreme poverty (*INIDE, 2014). Poverty levels 
are highest in rural areas, particularly the North 
Atlantic Autonomous Region, mostly amongst 
indigenous communities, where 37 percent of the 
population live in extreme poverty (National 
Demographic Survey, 2009). In indigenous areas, 40 
percent of children do not attend primary school, and 
according to the Ministry of Education, the average 
length of schooling is only three years. WFP targeted 
areas include the dry corridor, where chronic 
malnutrition affects 17 percent of children under 5. 
This figure reaches 29.5 percent in Madriz and 27.7 
percent in Nueva Segovia (ENDESA 2011/2012).  
 
Nicaragua is also vulnerable to recurrent natural 
disasters that impede progress in addressing poverty 
and food insecurity. It is ranked 3rd in the Long-Term 
World Climate Risk Index considering specific 
indicators for the 10 countries most affected in 1992 to 
2011. Food insecurity in Nicaragua is closely related to 
poverty, recurring natural disasters and effects of climate change. 

*Encuesta de Medición de Nivel de Vida, INIDE 2014 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

• According to the follow-up survey, attendance rates 
for boys and girls significantly increased by 30 
percent compared to 2013. 	  Retention rates among 
girls and boys remain high; 97 percent for girls and 
95 percent for girls. The share of women in 
leadership positions in school feeding committees 
increased by 8 percentage points compared to 
2013.  

• Results of the latest poverty assessment by the 
Government of Nicaragua and World Bank, show 
that the National School Meal Programme and 
School Backpack programme contributed to 
reducing poverty by two percentage points. The 
National School Meal Programme is the largest 
social safety net programme. WFP provided school 
meals to 14 percent of the 1.2 million 
schoolchildren assisted nation-wide by the 
government.  

• WFP distributed 48 mt of fortified blended Super 
Cereal and vegetable oil to 7,337 pregnant and 
nursing mothers and children under 3 through 47 
health posts. Health staff recognized that WFP food 
assistance was a contributing factor to high 
coverage rates of up to 89 percent.  

• Farmer organizations supported through component 
5 improved their production yields by 13 percent for 
maize and 21 percent for beans compared to the 
previous harvest cycle (2014-2015). A total of 750 
mt of beans and maize were contracted with farmer 
organizations between October and December 2015 
for the school meal programme.  

• Nicaragua has been impacted by El Niño for two 
consecutive years, causing erratic patterns of rainfall. 
The price of maize and beans have been highly 
volatile: while the price of beans decreased by 11 
percent compared to 2014, prices have not yet 
returned to average historical levels. The price of 
maize increased by 21 percent by the end of 2015. 

• Ensuring gender equality in the agricultural sector 
continues to be a challenge due to social and cultural 
barriers, such as land ownership, which limited 
women to hold membership in a farmer organization 
(FO’s). WFP implemented workshops with FO’s to 
improve gender strategies within their organizations. 
By the end of 2015, five out of 15 farmer 
organizations were headed by women.  

• For 2016, WFP Nicaragua has funding shortfalls of 
USD 3.5 million for school meals and USD 0.5 million 
for Mother and Child Health programmes. Donor 
support is urgently needed to enable WFP to continue 
its work with the Government of Nicaragua and to 
reach the most vulnerable poor with food assistance. 
 


